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whether by importing any Cattle from Flanders, 1
know not; for furely there is too wide a Tra& of
Sea for any infe&ious Miafmata to be wafted
over to that Part of the Country by the Winds!
This is certain, the V7/cera concerned in Refpiration
are the Parts chicfly affetted. Its Spreading here in
England has been progreflive; and therefore onc
may teafonably think it is not conftitutionary in the
Air, for then it ought to be univerfal every-where ;
but that it is conragious, and propagated by in-
feCted Cows being mixed with well Cows: There-
fore the not buying in Calves, or flrange Beafts,
but every Farmer kecping his Herd by itfelf, muft be
a great means of preventing the Propagation of it:
And houfing the Cows a-nights may be a proper
Prefervative againft it.

XIV. Extral? of a Letter from Mr. Arderon
to Mpr. Baker, F.R.S. giving an Account
of the Weaver's Alarm, vulgo Laruwm.

Read Dec, 12. OTHING is more true, than that
1745- Neceflity is the Motaer of Inven-
tion ;5 among the many Inftances of which, the ufe-
ful Contrivance I am going to defcribe may ferve
as one remarkable Example.

This little Apparatus goes commonly by the
Name of the Weaver's Larum, from its being chiefly
or originally made ufe of by Perfons employed in
that Trade, who have frequently Occafion to get
up very carly to their Work: And, asI am informed,
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Norwich may boaft of its firlt Appearance there,
though I am unable to learn the Inventor’s Name.
However, the Simplicity of the Thing itfelf, and the
fingular Service it may be ofto Multitudes of Pcople,
renders it (I believe you'll think) not undefetving
Notice.

The Materials neceflary to compofe this little Time-
Piece or Monitor, are nothing more than a fmall
Candle, of fourteen or fiftcen Inches in Length, a
Piece of Thread or Packthread, a graduated Board,
and a common Stone, or any other ponderous Body :
But the Drawing added hereto (TaB. I. Fig. 3.) will
fully explain my Meaning.

A Reprefents a Board, which hangs commonly
againft a Wall, divided and figured according to
the Size of the Candle made ufe of *.

B, A little Shelf to place the Candle on.

CC, A Thread or Packthread, tied falt at D, and
hanging over a Pulley at E, whereto a Weight
is hung at F.

By fliding the Spring of the Candleftick G, up or
down, as Occafion requires, the Flame of the Can-
dle is raifed as many Hours above the Thread as the
Perfon that adjufts it defigns to lie before he is called
up. At the defired Hour the Candle burns the
Thread in two, the Weight falls, and, by its Noife,
feldom fails to wake the Perfon.

But

* For want of fuch a Board a common Ruler is frequently ufed,
tg R?i‘ ﬁae I;Iumber of Hours between the Flame of the Candle and
the, Thread.
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But if the Man who makeslufe of this Contrivance
happens to be of a more than commonly flecpy Difpo-
fition, in fuch CafcanotherThread is tied to that Part of
the Line CC which is ncxt the Pulley, and its other
End is twilted round the Thumb or Writt of the fleepy
Perfon, whereby, when the Candle burns the Line,
and thc Weight falls, he receives fuch a fudden Pull
as can hardiy fail to wake him, as the Drawing will
eafily explain.

If the Linc for a few Inches on cach Side the
Candle be Wire with a thort Thread only juft in the
Middle where the Caudle is placed, there can be
no Danger of doing Mifchicf by the Fire’s running
along the Line.

And thus may the pooreft Mechanic provide him-
felf with an ufeful Servant at a very fmall Expence.

Dec. 10.1745.

XV. An Account of fome human Bones in-
crufted with Stone, now in the Villa Ludo-
viia o Rome : communicated to the Royal
Society 4y zbe Prefident, with a Drawing

of the fame.

Read Dec. 12.(N OMETHING like the Body of a petri-
1745 S fied Man being mentioned by feveral
Authors, as preferved in the Villa Ludovifia at Rome,
and the fame having been :ately referted to in
a Difcourfe read before this Socezy s 1 thought,
that a Drawing of that Curiofity, which I procured
at Rome fome Years fince, might, poflibly deferve

the
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